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import for feeding chickens but which the natives of India cat
instead of bread*
The Deccan is the only part of India where coal and iron and
gold arc found, but these deposits have never yet been seriously
exploited, for the rivers of Deccan have too many rapids to be of
any use, and the construction of railways would hardly pay in a
part of the world where the natives, being totally without worldly
goods, do not stir beyond their own villages.
The island of Ceylon, east of Cape Comorin, is really a part of
the Indian peninsula. The Palk Strait, which separates it from
Deccan, is "so filled with reefs that it must be dredged continually
in order to be kept navigable. The reefs and sandbanks which form
a sort of natural bridge between Ceylon and the mainland are
called Adam's Bridge, because Adam and Eve escaped that way
from Paradise after they had incurred the wrath of God by their
disobedience. For, according to the people of this part of the
world, Ceylon was the original Paradise. It is still a Paradise com-
pared to the rest of India. Not only on account of the climate and
its fertility and the abundance (but not superabundance) of rain
, and its moderate temperature, but because it has escaped one of
the worst evils of India. By remaining faithful to Buddhism,
which the Indians rejected as being of such sublime spiritual value
as to be beyond the grasp of the average man, it has escaped
the rigours of caste which is an inseparable part of the Hindu
religion.
Geography and religion are much more closely connected than
we usually suppose. In India, where everything is done on a super-
lative scale, religion has for thousands of years dominated man's
mind so completely and absolutely that it has become an integral
part of everything the Hindu says and thinks and does and eats
and drinks, or carefully avoids to say or do or eat or drink.
In other countries, too, religion has often interfered with tbe
normal development of life. The Chinese, with their veneration
for the departed ancestors, bury grandpa and grandma on die
southern slopes of their mountains. That leaves them only t&
cold and wind-swept northern slopes for the cultivation of their
daily bread. As a result of this otherwise highly laudable affection